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EDITORS NOTES  

Happy New Year everyoneé.  Al-

though I must say that seems like a 

long time ago.  February is here, and 

the supermarkets have already start-

ing putting Easter eggs on the 

shelves.  Itôs no wonder that time 

flies these days, we spend half our 

time wishing away the bits in be-

tween the holidaysé.!!! 

We had a good Xmas and New 

Year, but sadly missed out on Pete 

and Joyôs trip, but you can read all 

about it like we did starting on page 

12.  Better get  yourself comfy 

firsté.. 

Thanks to those who have sent in 

their stories and pics from the De-

cember and January adventures.  

Keep them comingé..  We can 

never have too many. 

Have fun 

Your editors 
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Well first off, Happy New Year to you all.  I hope and trust you all had great 
Christmas and New Yearôs Celebrations.  

 I have heard a few little storyôs about the shenanigans that went on.  I think 
that most of you are keeping to yourselves till Tuesdayôs meeting; I bet it 
will be jammed pack full of dipstick nominations! 

 We had our first committee meeting a couple of Thursdays back to start 
arranging this years trips, I can say that we have some exciting stuff coming 
up so keep an eye on the calendar.  

 Also keep in mind that the Clubs Annual General Meeting is coming up in 
April, so start thinking about the Election of Committee members. I under-
stand The Shoe would like to step down as Club Captain (I hope he doesnôt 
he is way better than Bernie ever was) so you might want to take over or 
you might want to Elect someone. Please can those that have trophyôs start 
dusting them off, get all the crap out of them and bring them back no later 
than the March club meeting. We need to start looking at awarding these.  

 I managed a couple of trips out with no real dramas, did the Wood Hill pa-
trol on the 1

st
 December, only 3 trucks came into the park and 3 recovery. 

We did however manage to make our own fun, rescues and winching etc. 
Good fun day.  

 Clevedon before Christmas was excellent and Iôm sure some sucker was 
tricked or black mailed into providing a trip report.  

 Sounds like the Joy and Shoe Incorporated Christmas trip was a huge suc-
cess, with lots of tales and storyôs of what went on, and a heap of people 
went on it. Looking forward to seeing pictures etc. Noises are being made 
about the South Island next year.  

 I also believe that Thompson Track is closed due to a rather large 
slip.  Tony Burgess I hope will keep us all informed to its re opening, hope 
its soon as it would be a shame to lose it due to a slip over the summer. 
Also Maratoto is also closed due to slips; a real shame.  

 Well Iôm looking forward to a great years four wheel driving,  remember if 
you have any ideas or thoughts take it to the committee or ask at the meet-
ings before during or afterwards. The more input on trips,  ideas and loca-
tions the better.  

 Well thatôs enough from me , Cheers everyone, é. Paul  

Presidents Report  
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Captainõs Corner 
December and January has been a busy couple of months.  Bernie took a trip out 

to Clevedon on Dec 11 and there were a few too many issues which we will not talk 

about i.e.  Jim bob doing some side ways on driving and Rodger stuck in there for a 

month. Both not a good look. We were out on patrol at Woodhill Dec 31 & Jan 1. I 

have no reports of any issues so all must have been good. My and Joy Browneõs 

Southern North Island trip went really well. No major truck issues and well en-

joyed by all. We had a great group of the club on this trip and it was a pleasure to 

be out for a week with all those who came a long. Next Januaryõs (27 Dec 2012 

thru to Jan 10 or so) trip is in the planning and it is the South Island, all new 

tracks. Joy is taking names we have about 5 already and will cut off at about 20.  

 

Coming up we have : - 

 

Feb 18 Saturday Clevedon night run Bernie is going to untold lengths to organize 

an event which will be second to none.  

 

March 11 Sunday Clevedon Gymkhana I am organizing hence to date nothing is 

organized but it is all go. Need some helpers.  

 

March 18 Sunday we have the Ramfurly challenge with Auckland 4wd club.  

The event is a downhill Trolley race non motorized.  There will be Trolley strategy 

and building nights in my shed starting Friday Feb 10 at 7pm We need a team 

leader, Team engineering manager, Promoter, Sponsors, Participants, Vehicles, 

Cheer Leaders (female) etc etc. We also need a lot of front bike wheels around 10 

to 18 inch in diameter.  

 

Regards 

 

Captain Shoe  
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 Trip Report for Clevedon.  
 Well it turned out to be a great Morning for a Trip to Clevedon. It was a great day for four wheel 
driving.  L ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇΣ 9ǘƘŀƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
there I was running late. I called and TXT Bernie to say I was running late, (he later gave some half 
arsed excuse that he had no cell phone coverage; I had plenty!). Ethan and I arrived at Ness Val-
ley to discover (in the Discovery) that they had all buggered off and left. I had thoughts of turning 
around and going home. Instead we stopped, got out at the meeting place to hear them just over 
the hill talking and revving engines doing 4wd stuff as you do. I looked at Ethan he said come on 
5ŀŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǿƻƻǎŜ  ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
wee fella, so we headed off in search of all the commotion.  

 We followed the tracks which lead us into the Valley dropping right down to stream level and up 
again, we came to a bit of a tricky bit that would cause the Discovery to lean heavily on its side 
with the track heading right into the path of a tree, we stopped got out and checked it out, 
looked all right so we drove in and out no problem to come to a bit of a slippery decent that went 
Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘΣ .ŜǊƴƛŜΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǳǇ ŀōƻǾŜΣέ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƛǘέΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŜ ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƳŜΣ 
όǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀƎŜΦύ !ƭŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
know that we had joined them, you see what happened is that the track snakes down then up 
the hill to about 10 meters above the Discovery. Ethan and I walked up the hill to say we had 
arrived and how far are we from the tail, looking down at the discovery I was told about 800 me-
ters then up a steep hill. The first thing Mr. B said to me was not hello or hi or what the heck (ed) 
are you doing here, oh no it was your doing the trip report #$%#. hurry up and catch up, do you 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƛƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŘ ǘȅǊŜǎΚΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŘƛŦŦ ƭƻŎƪŜǊΣ ƘŜ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ      

 Well I did what I was told drove down the slippery hill round the corner up the steep hill with the 
Discovery singing its V8 tune. We made it, we had caught the tail end of the trip. I have to say 
that it was an excellent trip and Bernie did a great job. Thanks Bernie.  

 From the moment of joining the trip we had a great day, first winch for me was the small creek 
and rock on a tight turn, from memory only the winch type trucks made it up, the rest had to be 
winched up by Doug, thanks Doug. From there down a steep hill hard left up and over the large 
hill and onwards into the Farm. Quite a few little creek crossings involved with a bit of snatching 
and digging yarda yarda yarda.  

 After lunch which was on the banks of the river of the Mighty Valley we headed off further into 
the bush taking in some great scenery and really cool tracks, it is a great place not too tough. It is 
steep in some places and has a few steep drop offs. Nothing too scary, it was pleasant driving in 
the little group that I was in with no major dramas.  

 Ethan myself and the Coxes pealed off at about 2 pm and headed off home, we radioed forward 
to Bernie that we had to leave, this gave others to do the same but I believe they all carried on.  

 Thanks again Bernie up to the time we left we had a great day, shame about a couple of mishaps 
you guys had later on.   

 Paul Hargraves 
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Letter to the Editor  

 

This is in reply to the Club Captainõs lead story in the December Newsletter 

re the Xmas B/B/Q mystery trip.  

 

I take umbridge to the fact that my name was taken in vain (again) and it 

wasnõt even spelt right. 

 

The fact that I forgot my PRS, or didnõt remember more like it, and couldnõt 

see the finger gesturing from the rear vehicle with his lights flashing to 

attract thou attention had nothing to do with it.    I even turned right coming 

up the hill at the T Junction which I thought was the right way, which in fact 

it was the right way, even though there was a 4WD sign pointing to turn left, 

even though I should have turned right ð if you get my drift.   Some clever 

little fairy thought we had all gone the right way and this was the sign for 

going out.   Little did we know.  

 

The vehicle in front of me had long disappeared (not bothering to wait) into 

the saplings for a pee probably and was nowhere to be seen, so of course I had 

to rely on all those lights flashing from the B/B/Q behind me as it had all the 

food and man I wasnõt going to be parted from that ð no way. 

 

This is the gist of my story and Iõm sticking to it. 

 

Signed: 

 

Ped. A. File.  
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 Lennyõs first Woodhill 

For some, Woodhill safety patrol may be just another day for a bush bash, for me 

(Lenny) this was serious. Iõve been working up my nerve to take my shiny Pajero to 

Woodhill. I bought her brand new in 1998 for camping and now that sheõs over 10yrs 

old Iõm getting adventurous (even joined Manukau 4WD club). I installed a winch. 

Wayne Fitzsimons helped me do a front end flip and 40mm lift (apparently she came 

with a factory lift; I only needed to crank it up to full height). Wayne sold me his old 

rims and Stu Keats sold me his old 32 inch mud tyres so I volunteered for 1 January.  

I enjoy a good drink but I donõt like getting drunk so an early start on New Yearõs 

Day was not too bad. Still, I made Woodhill at 9:45am with my trusty 10yr old coey 

Elena. I was met by a Suzuki full of Russians from the club and after waiting till 

10:30 we called our fearless leader Paul Hargraves who said he would be right there. 

I pointed out that I was calling on the landline and he was in Pukekohe. òRightó says 

Paul, òyou guys might as well get started without me and pick me up when you come 

back to the entrance for lunchó. 

Woodhill was very wet and there were some tracks we were just not going to try, but 

there was plenty to work with. A non -club driver named Craig soon joined us in a 

Nissan Safari and we finally had someone to rescue. We had some fun throwing up a 

good spray in the central water hole before heading over to the Narva mud -hole. We 

had no trouble (sticking to the easier obstacles) but we managed to convince Craig to 

take his Safari up a hill (neither the Suzuki nor I could climb). He made it up but 

coming down the other side provided our first opportunity for a real rescue.  

From there we went to the sand -hill climb where Craig and I got up easily but the 

Suzuki needed a couple attempts and we headed back to the start point (at a very 

aggressive pace). Paul arrived, but he had just gone in so we had lunch (and a ladies 

toilet break) and got back under way. We started with a mud descent that we had 

earlier thought was too greasy and all made it without incident. I provided some light 

amusement with a flat tyre (apparently not mounted properly) and to make things 

interesting we encouraged Craig to try another deep mud -hole (creating another op-

portunity for rescue). Our fearless leader showed up to witness our gallant efforts 

(around 2:00pm).  

Paul took us to a lovely grade 4 mud climb so I could try out my new (untested) 

winch. The winch performed beautifully with a double purchase and about 12 re -sets 

to winch around the corner and I learned a lot (including how to create a glorious 

birdõs nest in a wire winch rope). Craig obligingly got stuck on the òeasyó diversion 

and the team had another rescue while I was learning about my winch. On the way 

out Craig ran out of diesel (my 40 litres of spare petrol was no use) and the Suzuki 

ripped off a gravel pan but we all made it home without incident. Best of all, we actu-

ally got to rescue real park users (Craig) more than we rescued each other.  

My daughter and I had a great time and I spent the entire next day working on my 

truck. I shovelled 5 full 20 litre buckets of mud off the drive that washed off my 
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truck. I also found several spare parts and a spanner that washed out from under 

her. I changed back to street tyres and straightened and re -wound the winch wire. I 

was really pleased with how my Pajero performed and I am really pleased with the 

improvements provided by the lift, mud tyres, winch, etc. Bring on the fun.  

Lenny  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Clevedon 4wd trip  
9am we all meet at the end of ness valley road and got directed up the 
driveway to wait for everyone to turn up and deflate tyres. After a 
short wait we had the trip briefing and we were off. Before long we came 
to the first challenge, a decent rut on the left side of the track. It 
looked harder than it actually was but was awesome to watch people 
launch onto 3 wheels coming through. Next was a bit of a hill climb, I 
think all but two 4wds got up first go... One got a tow up, the other 
eased back down and got up second time round. Next was a tricky corner 
to the right (I believe there was a lot of winching to get through this 
corner) followed by a muddy left corner then a bit of a wait for every-
one to get through. After everyone got through we moved on down some 
slightly overgrown tracks with some tight turns until we reached the 
next challenge, crossing a little stream with steep banks in and out. 
This was an interesting spot to watch the other 4wd's in action. After 
we all got through this challenge we continued through some more tracks 
and some of the more hard core trucks split off to do some harder 
tracks. At the end of the day we parked up top of a hill and some of us 
waited for the hard core trucks and some of us left. I believe everyone 
had a great day without too many problems. I'm looking forward to doing 
it again in the future : - )  
Adrian Cohey  

MINIMUM GEAR TO BE CAR-

RIED ON ALL CLUB RUNS  

§ Tow Hooks Front and Rear  

§ Spade 

§ First Aid Kit  

§ Nylon Rope / Strop  

§ Fire Extinguisher  
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Bored? Listless? Help is at hand!  

Pass away long, pointless hours with our bumper list of things to do 

when you're well and truly bored  
 

1. THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH ABSOLUTELY NOTHING  

 

Blink wildly and then close your eyes really tight for an interest-
ing light show  

(Amusement Potential: 1 -5 minutes)  

See a variety of blobs, stars and flashes. Try to make out shapes and 

see if your subconscious is trying to send you a message (perhaps that 
funny shape is saying, 'send all your money to urban75.com'?)  

 

See how long you can hold a note  

(Amusement Potential: 4 -20 minutes)  
Not that much fun, but it sure passes the time. Play with a friend, or try 

to beat your own personal best. Inhale deeply and then try and make a 

noise for as long as you can. Earn extra points for making your partner 

laugh or ending on an amusing note.  
 

Try to not think about penguins  

(Amusement Potential: 1 -5 minutes)  

This is especially hard, because by trying too much, you remember what 
you were trying to avoid thinking of. If you try too little, you end up 

thinking about penguins anyway.  

 
Use your secret mind power  

(Amusement Potential: 5 -10 minutes)  

Pick a passing by and try to use your mind power to command them do 

something, like drop their bag or knock into someone. The law of aver-
ages dictates that sooner or later one of your mind commands will come 

true, so you can convince yourself that you really have super human 

powers and waste even more time trying them out.  

 
Pretend you're a robot  

(Amusement Potential: 1 -3 minutes)  

Walk down the street with mechanical movements, adding 'zzzzzt' 

sounds with each motion. Pretending to have a motor broken in, say, 
your left hand can add at least 30 seconds more entertainment.  

 

Scratch yourself  

(Amusement Potential: 1 -3 minutes)  
Go ahead, scratch yourself now. Even if nothing itches, go ahead. Does-

n't that feel pretty good?  
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