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EDITORS NOTES

Happy New Year everyoneé
though | must say that seems like a

long time ago. February is here, and

the supermarkets have already start-

ing putting Easter eggs on the

shel ves. ltdéds no wonder
flies these days, we spend half our

time wishing away the bits in be-

tween the holidaysé. ! !

We had a good Xmas and New

Year, but sadly missed out on Pete

and Joybés trip, but you
about it like we did starting on page

12. Better get yourself comfy

firste.

Thanks to those who have sent in

their stories and pics from the De-

cember and January adventures.

Keep them comingé.. We
never have too many.

Have fun

Your editors
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Presidents Report

Well first off, Happy New Year to you all. | hope and trust you all had great
Christmas and New Yeardés Cel ebratio

I have heard a few Ilittle storyt#tisk a

that most of you are keeping to you
will be jammed pack full of dipstick nominations!

We had our first committee meeting a couple of Thursdays back to start
arranging this years trips, | can say that we have some exciting stuff coming
up so keep an eye on the calendar.

Also keep in mind that the Clubs Annual General Meeting is coming up in
April, so start thinking about the Election of Committee members. | under-

stand The Shoe would |Iike to step d
he is way better than Bernie ever was) so you might want to take over or
you might want to El ect someone. Pl

dusting them off, get all the crap out of them and bring them back no later
than the March club meeting. We need to start looking at awarding these.

I managed a couple of trips out with no real dramas, did the Wood Hill pa-
trol on the 1% December, only 3 trucks came into the park and 3 recovery.
We did however manage to make our own fun, rescues and winching etc.
Good fun day.

Clevedon before Christmas was excel
tricked or black mailed into providing a trip report.

Sounds like the Joy and Shoe Incorporated Christmas trip was a huge suc-
cess, with |l ots of tales and storybo
went on it. Looking forward to seeing pictures etc. Noises are being made
about the South Island next year.

| also believe that Thompson Track is closed due to a rather large

slip. Tony Burgess | hope will keep us all informed to its re opening, hope
its soon as it would be a shame to lose it due to a slip over the summer.
Also Maratoto is also closed due to slips; a real shame.

We | | |l 6m |l ooking forward t orermemberie a't
you have any ideas or thoughts take it to the committee or ask at the meet-
ings before during or afterwards. The more input on trips, ideas and loca-
tions the better.

Well thatds enough from me , Cheers
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Captali nos C
December and January has been a busy couple of months. Bernie took a trip out
to Clevedon on Dec 11 and there were a few too many issues which we will not talk
abouti.e. Jim bob doing some side ways on driving and Rodger stuck in there for a
month. Both not a good look. We were out on patrol at Woodhill Dec 31 & Jan 1. |
have no reports of any issues so all/l
Southern North Island trip went really well. No major truck issues and well en-
joyed by all. We had a great group of the club on this trip and it was a pleasure to
be out for a week with all those who
thru to Jan 10 or so) trip is in the planning and it is the South Island, all new

tracks. Joy is taking names we have about 5 already and will cut off at about 20.

Coming up we have : -

Feb 18 Saturday Clevedon night run Bernie is going to untold lengths to organize
an event which will be second to none.

March 11 Sunday Clevedon Gymkhana | am organizing hence to date nothing is
organized but it is all go. Need some helpers.

March 18 Sunday we have the Ramfurly challenge with Auckland 4wd club.

The event is a downhill Trolley race non motorized. There will be Trolley strategy
and building nights in my shed starting Friday Feb 10 at 7pm We need a team
leader, Team engineering manager, Promoter, Sponsors, Participants, Vehicles,
Cheer Leaders (female) etc etc. We also need a lot of front bike wheels around 10
to 18 inch in diameter.

Regards O

Captain Shoe

mu

Cc a
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Trip Report for Clevedon.

Well it turned out to be a great Morning for a Trip to Clevedon. It was a great day for four
driving.L 4S84 GKS FfFNY GKS yA3akKd 0SF¥2NB |yR
there | was running late. | called and TXT Bernie to say | was running late, (he later gave s
arsed excuse that he had no cell phone coverage; | had plenty!). Ethan and | arrived at Ne
ley to discover (in the Discovery) that they had all buggered off and left. | had thoughts of t
around and going home. Instead we stopped, got out at the meeting place to hear them jus
the hill talking and revving engines doing 4wd stuff as you do. | looked at Ethan he said co
5FR R2y Qi t88 Qda A223F R YSSi dzll 6A0GK GKSYQ
wee fella, so we headed off in search of all the commotion.

We followed the tracks which lead us into the Valley dropping right down to stream level a
again, we came to a bit of a tricky bit that would cause the Discovery to lean heavily on its
with the track heading right into the path of a tree, we stopped got out and checked it out,
looked all right so we drove in and out no problem to come to a bit of a slippery decent that
R2g6y YR I NRdzyR I O2NYySN®» 2S5 K2LIISR 2 dzi
FNBY dzLJ 1 62@S8z¢ 02YS 2y RNARAGS AlGéod L (K2
66S KIFRyQlG OFdzAKG dzlJ gAGK S@OSNB2YyS |G (K
know that we had joined them, you see what happened is that the track snakes down then
the hill to about 10 meters above the Discovery. Ethan and | walked up the hill to say we h
arrived and how far are we from the tail, looking down at the discovery | was told about 80(
ters then up a steep hill. The first thing Mr. B said to me was not hello or hi or whaetiged)

are you doing here, oh no it was your doing the trip report #$%#. hurry up and catch up, da
KFgS || gAyOK yR YdzR G&@8NBaKI yR FTt22NJ A
RARY Qi S@Sy (118 I OoNBlI(iK®

Well | did what | was told drove down the slippery hill round the corner up the steep hill wit
Discovery singing its V8 tune. We made it, we had caught the tail end of the trip. | have to
that it was an excellent trip and Bernie did a great job. Thanks Bernie.

From the moment of joining the trip we had a great day, first winch for me was the small ci
and rock on a tight turn, from memory only the winch type trucks made it up, the rest had t
winched up by Doug, thanks Doug. From th@ogvn asteep hill hard left up and over the large
hill and onwards into the Farm. Quite a few little creek crossings involved with a bit of snat
and digging yarda yarda yarda.

After lunch which was on the banks of the river of Mighty Valley we headed off further into
the bush taking in some great scenery and really cool tracks, it is a great place not too toug
steep in some places and has a few steep drop offs. Nothing too scary, it was pleasant dri
the little group that | was in with no major dramas.

Ethan myself and the Coxes pealed off at about 2 pm and headed off home, we radioed fg
to Bernie that we had to leave, this gave others to do the same but | believe they all carried

Thanks again Bernie up to the time we left we had a great day, shame about a couple of n
you guys had later on.

Paul Hargraves
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Letter to the Editor

This is in reply to the Club Captainds

re the Xmas B/B/Q mystery trip.

| take umbridge to the fact that my name was taken in vain (again) and it
wasnodt even spelt right.

The fact that | forgot my PRS, or didn

see the finger gesturing from the rear vehicle with his lights flashing to
attract thou attention had nothing to do with it. | even turned right coming
up the hill at the T Junction which | thought was the right way, which in fact
it was the right way, even though there was a 4WD sign pointing to turn left,
even though | should have turned right 8 if you get my drift. Some clever
little fairy thought we had all gone the right way and this was the sign for
going out. Little did we know.

The vehicle in front of me had long disappeared (not bothering to wait) into
the saplings for a pee probably and was nowhere to be seen, so of course | had
to rely on all those lights flashing from the B/B/Q behind me as it had all the

food and man | wasn6t godmogayt o be part
This is the gist of my story and | 6&6m s
Signed:

Ped. A. File.
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Lennyds first Woodhill

For some, Woodhill safety patrol may be just another day for a bush bash, for me

(Lenny) this was serious. |l ve been working
Woodhi I I . | bought her brand new in 1998 for
old Idm getting adventurous (even joined Mar

Wayne Fitzsimons helped me do a front end flip and 40mm lift (apparently she came
with a factory lift; | only needed to crank it up to full height). Wayne sold me his old
rims and Stu Keats sold me his old 32 inch mud tyres so | volunteered for 1 January.

| enjoy a good drink but I dondt l'i ke getti |
Day was not too bad. Still, I made Woodhill at 9:45am with my trusty 10yr old coey

Elena. | was met by a Suzuki full of Russians from the club and after waiting till

10:30 we called our fearless leader Paul Hargraves who said he would be right there.

I pointed out that | was calling on the | and
Paul, oO0Oyou guys might as wel/l get started wi
back to the entrance for luncho.

Woodhill was very wet and there were some tracks we were just not going to try, but
there was plenty to work with. A non -club driver named Craig soon joined us in a
Nissan Safari and we finally had someone to rescue. We had some fun throwing up a
good spray in the central water hole before heading over to the Narva mud  -hole. We
had no trouble (sticking to the easier obstacles) but we managed to convince Craig to
take his Safari up a hill (neither the Suzuki nor | could climb). He made it up but
coming down the other side provided our first opportunity for a real rescue.

From there we went to the sand -hill climb where Craig and | got up easily but the
Suzuki needed a couple attempts and we headed back to the start point (at a very
aggressive pace). Paul arrived, but he had just gone in so we had lunch (and a ladies
toilet break) and got back under way. We started with a mud descent that we had
earlier thought was too greasy and all made it without incident. | provided some light
amusement with a flat tyre (apparently not mounted properly) and to make things
interesting we encouraged Craig to try another deep mud -hole (creating another op-
portunity for rescue). Our fearless leader showed up to witness our gallant efforts
(around 2:00pm).

Paul took us to a lovely grade 4 mud climb so | could try out my new (untested)

winch. The winch performed beautifully with a double purchase and about 12 re -sets

to winch around the corner and | learned a lot (including how to create a glorious

birdds nest in a wire winch rope). Craig obl
and the team had another rescue while | was learning about my winch. On the way

out Craig ran out of diesel (my 40 litres of spare petrol was no use) and the Suzuki

ripped off a gravel pan but we all made it home without incident. Best of all, we actu-

ally got to rescue real park users (Craig) more than we rescued each other.

My daughter and | had a great time and | spent the entire next day working on my
truck. | shovelled 5 full 20 litre buckets of mud off the drive that washed off my
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truck. | also found several spare parts and a spanner that washed out from under
her. | changed back to street tyres and straightened and re  -wound the winch wire. |
was really pleased with how my Pajero performed and | am really pleased with the
improvements provided by the lift, mud tyres, winch, etc. Bring on the fun.

Lenny

Clevedon 4wd trip

9am we all meet at the end of ness valley road and got directed up the
driveway to wait for everyone to turn up and deflate tyres. After a

short wait we had the trip briefing and we were off. Before long we came
to the first challenge, a decent rut on the left side of the track. It

looked harder than it actually was but was awesome to watch people
launch onto 3 wheels coming through. Next was a bit of a hill climb, |
think all but two 4wds got up first go... One got a tow up, the other

eased back down and got up second time round. Next was a tricky corner
to the right (I believe there was a lot of winching to get through this
corner) followed by a muddy left corner then a bit of a wait for every-

one to get through. After everyone got through we moved on down some
slightly overgrown tracks with some tight turns until we reached the

next challenge, crossing a little stream with steep banks in and out.

This was an interesting spot to watch the other 4wd's in action. After

we all got through this challenge we continued through some more tracks
and some of the more hard core trucks split off to do some harder
tracks. At the end of the day we parked up top of a hill and some of us
waited for the hard core trucks and some of us left. | believe everyone
had a great day without too many problems. I'm looking forward to doing
it again in the future : -)

Adrian Cohey

MINIMUM GEAR TO BE CAR-
RIED ON ALL CLUB RUNS

] Tow Hooks Front and Rear
] Spade
] First Aid Kit

] Nylon Rope / Strop

] Fire Extinguisher
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Bored? Listless? Help is at hand!
Pass away long, pointless hours with our bumper list of things to do
when you're well and truly bored

1. THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH ABSOLUTELY NOTHING

Blink wildly and then close your eyes really tight for an interest-

ing light show

(Amusement Potential: 1 -5 minutes)

See a variety of blobs, stars and flashes. Try to make out shapes and
see if your subconscious is trying to send you a message (perhaps that
funny shape is saying, 'send all your money to urban75.com'?)

See how long you can hold a note

(Amusement Potential: 4  -20 minutes)

Not that much fun, but it sure passes the time. Play with a friend, or try
to beat your own personal best. Inhale deeply and then try and make a
noise for as long as you can. Earn extra points for making your partner
laugh or ending on an amusing note.

Try to not think about penguins

(Amusement Potential: 1 -5 minutes)

This is especially hard, because by trying too much, you remember what
you were trying to avoid thinking of. If you try too little, you end up
thinking about penguins anyway.

Use your secret mind power

(Amusement Potential: 5 -10 minutes)

Pick a passing by and try to use your mind power to command them do
something, like drop their bag or knock into someone. The law of aver-
ages dictates that sooner or later one of your mind commands will come
true, so you can convince yourself that you really have super human
powers and waste even more time trying them out.

Pretend you're a robot

(Amusement Potential: 1 -3 minutes)

\Walk down the street with mechanical movements, adding 'zzzzzt'
sounds with each motion. Pretending to have a motor broken in, say,
your left hand can add at least 30 seconds more entertainment.

Scratch yourself

(Amusement Potential: 1 -3 minutes)

Go ahead, scratch yourself now. Even if nothing itches, go ahead. Does-
n't that feel pretty good?

February 2012
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FETE'S 4X4 NEW YEAR TRIF TO THE LOWER NORTH ISLAND (2™ -
JANUARY 2011)

TRIP LEADER: Peter {The Shoe) Haigh,

PARTICIPANTS: Gavin & Margaret Camnphell, Phil Ball Phil Shackleford and his fisnd
Alan Barry & Carolyn Bloor & their 4 children, Charlie Joy 8 Anita Browne Tomy,

Wendy, Mathan & Alex Birgess, Panl Fhodes. Tony Woodill, Mike & Debbie (Gibzson Peter
Yares and his friend Des. Petsr & Leslie Stewart, Mark & Fathy Tones, Tom & Hazel Harfy,
Glm[:laﬂm:ihiameﬂeamey Jim & Teens Tohme, Tanre Penrose, Mike & Jolie Scherf

DAY 1: MONDAY 2™

Participants had the option of mestne at 10 (0am Caltex Bombay | or making their own way
to the Manraweks Domsin - The Brownes met the Bombay contingent in cold misty rain
where Pete phoned from Fielding to sea if 311 was well snd informed ns that it was a besurmifiol
day doam commiry. Left Bornbay right on 10,00z and re-grouped at Turangi.  Panl had
wehicls izmes on the Western Acress Foad i with sssistsnce fom Launs, Lirfle Phil Big
Phil Peter Yates, Jim Johns they had the firel blockaze problem sorted withowt too mmoch
delay. The weather improved 3= we mavelled firther doom couniry. Most started amiving a2
Mianrsweka from shomt 4. 00pm and it was a besutifinl Lare aftemoon 'svening for seffing
tents, drinks snd dinner. Mot 2ll liked the ides of camping, some stayed in motels and cabins
in Taihape, and it was nomoured Big Phil slept in bis wepon.  Mamy went to the Manrzweka
pub fior dirmer, whilst others it was zood old camp foed in the frech air. Peter prondly hmg
the chob banner a3t the enrance to the domaing A Laid back carmp with the camp fess, ziven to
the wardsn who didn’t bother to couns the momey, she par it in her satchel. and wizhed us 2
great wip. The domsin is on the banks of the Fansirikei Biver, with impressive hizh sheer
mudstone cliffs. A chilly evening and Pate tells us ha has slwered the itinsrary for the
morning to inclode a drive up Tapaksyi Fioad in the foothills of the Fnahine Fanses.

DAY »: TUESDAY 3™

After 3 quick briefing and an enthnziastc
Panl Phodies fining session we were oo the
road by 8.00am  Leaft Manzzweka camp
and hesdad over the bridze and towards
the Fushine Pangss. hMany deep river
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ity Takapari Fiead where an old derelict cottage on the nght nsed o be the Post Office.
Travelled 11 ks through DO Land upwards towards sn A frame but, where the “ofScial™
road ends. Can carry on for a bit on an wmformed road, ut only one way ouf, and that's the
way we drove Im. It was a lovely fine day, but the clond rolled down from the Bnahimes
whlchhmferedamhlghnm The A frame b is basic, with Large concrete floor and
wopden platform for slesping. It sits at 1067 meires | Thntaﬂm’ﬁmr&rvcnld,wmi}rmi
sty s didn’t hang around for too long, a quick bot drink and off back to the main
hugiraay. The track was wide and exsy and well used by mampers, imters.  Vehicles were
paltednnﬂlem-infﬂmnﬂﬂmgm’hm“mmmbum‘tu}mwﬂkﬁm
the main track. Fenmning to the Takapar Foad
nen off wee stopped for a look around and inside the
old housepost office.  Continued through
Pohsnzing
Biwer Valley
tomrands our
= lhmch stopat
| Pete'ssisterin
Law, Bobyn.
and her
Iushand
Tnn_l,spla.ceatPanng:na_ Amived at 1.00pm where
Eathy, Pate’s wife was there to greet us.  The fanuly
had put on 2 magnificent spread in a bemifinl coumry
garden seting, and. ... . the weather was fine! The hat was taken aromd . tng the money was
not accepted. A HUFGE thank you Fobyn, Tooy and Kathy for making our group so
welcome, Fobyn & Tony's lowvely old villa has supserh views over the valley and Fushine
Flanges

Departed at 2.00pm and headed off to Ashurst to fusl up. Pete issued 8 wamming — this is not 2

coffee or chopping stop.  Pete congramlated the party for their speady re-assembly before we

hesded off through Ashiest Saddle Foad o view the

Te Apit Wind Fanm. Due to the Manawatu Gorge

being closed for 3 months due to 2 major shp, Taffic

was heavy on this road.  Drove throngh the wand ' 1
farm. Very | |

impressive, 55 wind

nrbines in this area,

T tall, 3 blades;

remate conmrolled in

Twizel; 1 horbine

powars 00 houses,

Continned over to the Wairarapa side of the ranges and
clirnbed toa TV radio mast at 973m which is directly
opposite the Apiti Wind Famm via the Wharati Foad well
metalled easy road Mot far from the top Pate stopped with
“Tesp tzsues”™ Tooy & Pete imvestigated this sudden stop
while the rest of us continmed to the top.  Pete eventally
came up bebind us — Tooy just urmed the key and the JTeap
STARTEDM Mone the wizer for this “issue™ Pete and Tomy
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joined the rest of the zroup as we took n the superh 360 degree views over the Fushines and
surounding farmland  Some vehicles with elecmonic locking systems could mot start their
vehicles if they were parked too close to the mast — elecronic inferferenca!! At the bottom
the party had & choice of heading off to camp at Martinboroash or contime onfo snother
track throngh a larger wind famm on the Tarama Fanges via the Morth Boad.  Climbed to
400m with nrbines all over the hills of various heights and sizes, some with 3 blades, some
with 2. Approx 400 nobines. The road'mack came out on the Pahisiua/ Ackaatere road. A
lonz drive on to Maminborough  Setine wp camp was essy dus to @ lovely fine evening.
Pete erecied a large marquee that was called Parfy Ceniral and all zathered there afier dinnes
A long, and very emjoyable day.  Pete humg the chaly banner on 3 fance for all to see.

Diistance Travelled: 214lom

DAY 3: WEDNESDAY 4" - SUTHERLAND'S TRACK

A lovely fine day
with the briefine at
830am Todsy
Mnmay and Fod
from the Cross
Commmry Vehicle 4xd
Club in Wellingzon
arrived a5 our puides
{ Fuodd the leader,

- and Worrey tail-end-
- charlie). Omnto Lake
Farry and Lake
Cmoke, onto the
beach coming out at a desiznated rack, which took us back
omto the main Cape Pallizer Fioad were we nned right

; towards the Pinnacles, massive tooth shaped rock

s b4 formations. Drove imto a lavby opposite Putsngima
[mg&mdmmm get the paperwork all done snd 8 brefing from Bod  Expected
time of arrival back at canp was 4 30pm.
Headed off on Sutherland’s Track at 10.00am
ower the Aomsng Mis. Prior fo Christmas a
meassive slip had put 3 stop to four whesl droving
om this wack, but 8 dizger had besn put through
to clear the mack abow 2 week before we set off
on this wp. Between ChrsimasMew Year
constant rain had mads the mack in places very
boggyslippery, and at 10.30am we ground to a
hialt on the Srechly sraded slip.  Mammkan was
the first clhub throwsh after the digzer had done
its bit. The only problem was many of the
vehicles with winches were grouped together
with mo reom fo reprgsnise! Cifthe 19 vehicles,
only fiour made it all the way throughg { Peter
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