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EDITORS NOTES 

Happy New Year everyone….  Al-

though I must say that seems like a 

long time ago.  February is here, and 

the supermarkets have already start-

ing putting Easter eggs on the 

shelves.  It’s no wonder that time 

flies these days, we spend half our 

time wishing away the bits in be-

tween the holidays….!!! 

We had a good Xmas and New 

Year, but sadly missed out on Pete 

and Joy’s trip, but you can read all 

about it like we did starting on page 

12.  Better get  yourself comfy 

first….. 

Thanks to those who have sent in 

their stories and pics from the De-

cember and January adventures.  

Keep them coming…..  We can 

never have too many. 

Have fun 

Your editors 
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Well first off, Happy New Year to you all.  I hope and trust you all had great 
Christmas and New Year’s Celebrations.  

 I have heard a few little story’s about the shenanigans that went on.  I think 
that most of you are keeping to yourselves till Tuesday’s meeting; I bet it 
will be jammed pack full of dipstick nominations! 

 We had our first committee meeting a couple of Thursdays back to start 
arranging this years trips, I can say that we have some exciting stuff coming 
up so keep an eye on the calendar.  

 Also keep in mind that the Clubs Annual General Meeting is coming up in 
April, so start thinking about the Election of Committee members. I under-
stand The Shoe would like to step down as Club Captain (I hope he doesn’t 
he is way better than Bernie ever was) so you might want to take over or 
you might want to Elect someone. Please can those that have trophy’s start 
dusting them off, get all the crap out of them and bring them back no later 
than the March club meeting. We need to start looking at awarding these.  

 I managed a couple of trips out with no real dramas, did the Wood Hill pa-
trol on the 1

st
 December, only 3 trucks came into the park and 3 recovery. 

We did however manage to make our own fun, rescues and winching etc. 
Good fun day.  

 Clevedon before Christmas was excellent and I’m sure some sucker was 
tricked or black mailed into providing a trip report.  

 Sounds like the Joy and Shoe Incorporated Christmas trip was a huge suc-
cess, with lots of tales and story’s of what went on, and a heap of people 
went on it. Looking forward to seeing pictures etc. Noises are being made 
about the South Island next year.  

 I also believe that Thompson Track is closed due to a rather large 
slip.  Tony Burgess I hope will keep us all informed to its re opening, hope 
its soon as it would be a shame to lose it due to a slip over the summer. 
Also Maratoto is also closed due to slips; a real shame.  

 Well I’m looking forward to a great years four wheel driving,  remember if 
you have any ideas or thoughts take it to the committee or ask at the meet-
ings before during or afterwards. The more input on trips,  ideas and loca-
tions the better.  

 Well that’s enough from me , Cheers everyone, …. Paul  

Presidents Report 
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Captain’s Corner 
December and January has been a busy couple of months.  Bernie took a trip out 

to Clevedon on Dec 11 and there were a few too many issues which we will not talk 

about i.e.  Jim bob doing some side ways on driving and Rodger stuck in there for a 

month. Both not a good look. We were out on patrol at Woodhill Dec 31 & Jan 1. I 

have no reports of any issues so all must have been good. My and Joy Browne’s 

Southern North Island trip went really well. No major truck issues and well en-

joyed by all. We had a great group of the club on this trip and it was a pleasure to 

be out for a week with all those who came a long. Next January’s (27 Dec 2012 

thru to Jan 10 or so) trip is in the planning and it is the South Island, all new 

tracks. Joy is taking names we have about 5 already and will cut off at about 20. 

 

Coming up we have :- 

 

Feb 18 Saturday Clevedon night run Bernie is going to untold lengths to organize 

an event which will be second to none. 

 

March 11 Sunday Clevedon Gymkhana I am organizing hence to date nothing is 

organized but it is all go. Need some helpers. 

 

March 18 Sunday we have the Ramfurly challenge with Auckland 4wd club. 

The event is a downhill Trolley race non motorized.  There will be Trolley strategy 

and building nights in my shed starting Friday Feb 10 at 7pm We need a team 

leader, Team engineering manager, Promoter, Sponsors, Participants, Vehicles, 

Cheer Leaders (female) etc etc. We also need a lot of front bike wheels around 10 

to 18 inch in diameter. 

 

Regards 

 

Captain Shoe 
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 Trip Report for Clevedon.  
 Well it turned out to be a great Morning for a Trip to Clevedon. It was a great day for four wheel 
driving.  I set the alarm the night before and stuffed that up, Ethan didn’t wake up in time and 
there I was running late. I called and TXT Bernie to say I was running late, (he later gave some half 
arsed excuse that he had no cell phone coverage; I had plenty!). Ethan and I arrived at Ness Val-
ley to discover (in the Discovery) that they had all buggered off and left. I had thoughts of turning 
around and going home. Instead we stopped, got out at the meeting place to hear them just over 
the hill talking and revving engines doing 4wd stuff as you do. I looked at Ethan he said come on 
Dad don’t be a woose  let’s go and meet up with them. After that comment I couldn’t refuse the 
wee fella, so we headed off in search of all the commotion.  

 We followed the tracks which lead us into the Valley dropping right down to stream level and up 
again, we came to a bit of a tricky bit that would cause the Discovery to lean heavily on its side 
with the track heading right into the path of a tree, we stopped got out and checked it out, 
looked all right so we drove in and out no problem to come to a bit of a slippery decent that went 
down and around a corner. We hopped out again to check it out, then we heard it, Bernie’s voice 
from up above,” come on drive it”. I thought it was me he talking to and that he had seen me, 
(we hadn’t caught up with everyone at that stage.) Alas he wasn’t talking to me and he didn’t 
know that we had joined them, you see what happened is that the track snakes down then up 
the hill to about 10 meters above the Discovery. Ethan and I walked up the hill to say we had 
arrived and how far are we from the tail, looking down at the discovery I was told about 800 me-
ters then up a steep hill. The first thing Mr. B said to me was not hello or hi or what the heck (ed) 
are you doing here, oh no it was your doing the trip report #$%#. hurry up and catch up, do you 
have a winch and mud tyres?, and floor it to get up the hill, that’s right you’ve got diff locker, he 
didn’t even take a breath.      

 Well I did what I was told drove down the slippery hill round the corner up the steep hill with the 
Discovery singing its V8 tune. We made it, we had caught the tail end of the trip. I have to say 
that it was an excellent trip and Bernie did a great job. Thanks Bernie.  

 From the moment of joining the trip we had a great day, first winch for me was the small creek 
and rock on a tight turn, from memory only the winch type trucks made it up, the rest had to be 
winched up by Doug, thanks Doug. From there down a steep hill hard left up and over the large 
hill and onwards into the Farm. Quite a few little creek crossings involved with a bit of snatching 
and digging yarda yarda yarda.  

 After lunch which was on the banks of the river of the Mighty Valley we headed off further into 
the bush taking in some great scenery and really cool tracks, it is a great place not too tough. It is 
steep in some places and has a few steep drop offs. Nothing too scary, it was pleasant driving in 
the little group that I was in with no major dramas.  

 Ethan myself and the Coxes pealed off at about 2 pm and headed off home, we radioed forward 
to Bernie that we had to leave, this gave others to do the same but I believe they all carried on.  

 Thanks again Bernie up to the time we left we had a great day, shame about a couple of mishaps 
you guys had later on.   

 Paul Hargraves 
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Letter to the Editor 

 

This is in reply to the Club Captain’s lead story in the December Newsletter 

re the Xmas B/B/Q mystery trip. 

 

I take umbridge to the fact that my name was taken in vain (again) and it 

wasn’t even spelt right. 

 

The fact that I forgot my PRS, or didn’t remember more like it, and couldn’t 

see the finger gesturing from the rear vehicle with his lights flashing to 

attract thou attention had nothing to do with it.    I even turned right coming 

up the hill at the T Junction which I thought was the right way, which in fact 

it was the right way, even though there was a 4WD sign pointing to turn left, 

even though I should have turned right – if you get my drift.   Some clever 

little fairy thought we had all gone the right way and this was the sign for 

going out.   Little did we know. 

 

The vehicle in front of me had long disappeared (not bothering to wait) into 

the saplings for a pee probably and was nowhere to be seen, so of course I had 

to rely on all those lights flashing from the B/B/Q behind me as it had all the 

food and man I wasn’t going to be parted from that – no way. 

 

This is the gist of my story and I’m sticking to it. 

 

Signed: 

 

Ped. A. File. 
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 Lenny’s first Woodhill 

For some, Woodhill safety patrol may be just another day for a bush bash, for me 

(Lenny) this was serious. I’ve been working up my nerve to take my shiny Pajero to 

Woodhill. I bought her brand new in 1998 for camping and now that she’s over 10yrs 

old I’m getting adventurous (even joined Manukau 4WD club). I installed a winch. 

Wayne Fitzsimons helped me do a front end flip and 40mm lift (apparently she came 

with a factory lift; I only needed to crank it up to full height). Wayne sold me his old 

rims and Stu Keats sold me his old 32 inch mud tyres so I volunteered for 1 January. 

I enjoy a good drink but I don’t like getting drunk so an early start on New Year’s 

Day was not too bad. Still, I made Woodhill at 9:45am with my trusty 10yr old coey 

Elena. I was met by a Suzuki full of Russians from the club and after waiting till 

10:30 we called our fearless leader Paul Hargraves who said he would be right there. 

I pointed out that I was calling on the landline and he was in Pukekohe. “Right” says 

Paul, “you guys might as well get started without me and pick me up when you come 

back to the entrance for lunch”. 

Woodhill was very wet and there were some tracks we were just not going to try, but 

there was plenty to work with. A non-club driver named Craig soon joined us in a 

Nissan Safari and we finally had someone to rescue. We had some fun throwing up a 

good spray in the central water hole before heading over to the Narva mud-hole. We 

had no trouble (sticking to the easier obstacles) but we managed to convince Craig to 

take his Safari up a hill (neither the Suzuki nor I could climb). He made it up but 

coming down the other side provided our first opportunity for a real rescue. 

From there we went to the sand-hill climb where Craig and I got up easily but the 

Suzuki needed a couple attempts and we headed back to the start point (at a very 

aggressive pace). Paul arrived, but he had just gone in so we had lunch (and a ladies 

toilet break) and got back under way. We started with a mud descent that we had 

earlier thought was too greasy and all made it without incident. I provided some light 

amusement with a flat tyre (apparently not mounted properly) and to make things 

interesting we encouraged Craig to try another deep mud-hole (creating another op-

portunity for rescue). Our fearless leader showed up to witness our gallant efforts 

(around 2:00pm). 

Paul took us to a lovely grade 4 mud climb so I could try out my new (untested) 

winch. The winch performed beautifully with a double purchase and about 12 re-sets 

to winch around the corner and I learned a lot (including how to create a glorious 

bird’s nest in a wire winch rope). Craig obligingly got stuck on the “easy” diversion 

and the team had another rescue while I was learning about my winch. On the way 

out Craig ran out of diesel (my 40 litres of spare petrol was no use) and the Suzuki 

ripped off a gravel pan but we all made it home without incident. Best of all, we actu-

ally got to rescue real park users (Craig) more than we rescued each other. 

My daughter and I had a great time and I spent the entire next day working on my 

truck. I shovelled 5 full 20 litre buckets of mud off the drive that washed off my 
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truck. I also found several spare parts and a spanner that washed out from under 

her. I changed back to street tyres and straightened and re-wound the winch wire. I 

was really pleased with how my Pajero performed and I am really pleased with the 

improvements provided by the lift, mud tyres, winch, etc. Bring on the fun. 

Lenny 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Clevedon 4wd trip 
9am we all meet at the end of ness valley road and got directed up the 
driveway to wait for everyone to turn up and deflate tyres. After a 
short wait we had the trip briefing and we were off. Before long we came 
to the first challenge, a decent rut on the left side of the track. It 
looked harder than it actually was but was awesome to watch people 
launch onto 3 wheels coming through. Next was a bit of a hill climb, I 
think all but two 4wds got up first go... One got a tow up, the other 
eased back down and got up second time round. Next was a tricky corner 
to the right (I believe there was a lot of winching to get through this 
corner) followed by a muddy left corner then a bit of a wait for every-
one to get through. After everyone got through we moved on down some 
slightly overgrown tracks with some tight turns until we reached the 
next challenge, crossing a little stream with steep banks in and out. 
This was an interesting spot to watch the other 4wd's in action. After 
we all got through this challenge we continued through some more tracks 
and some of the more hard core trucks split off to do some harder 
tracks. At the end of the day we parked up top of a hill and some of us 
waited for the hard core trucks and some of us left. I believe everyone 
had a great day without too many problems. I'm looking forward to doing 
it again in the future :-) 
Adrian Cohey 

MINIMUM GEAR TO BE CAR-

RIED ON ALL CLUB RUNS 

 Tow Hooks Front and Rear 

 Spade 

 First Aid Kit 

 Nylon Rope / Strop 

 Fire Extinguisher 
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Bored? Listless? Help is at hand! 

Pass away long, pointless hours with our bumper list of things to do 

when you're well and truly bored 
 

1. THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH ABSOLUTELY NOTHING 

 

Blink wildly and then close your eyes really tight for an interest-
ing light show 

(Amusement Potential: 1-5 minutes) 

See a variety of blobs, stars and flashes. Try to make out shapes and 

see if your subconscious is trying to send you a message (perhaps that 
funny shape is saying, 'send all your money to urban75.com'?) 

 

See how long you can hold a note 

(Amusement Potential: 4-20 minutes) 
Not that much fun, but it sure passes the time. Play with a friend, or try 

to beat your own personal best. Inhale deeply and then try and make a 

noise for as long as you can. Earn extra points for making your partner 

laugh or ending on an amusing note. 
 

Try to not think about penguins 

(Amusement Potential: 1-5 minutes) 

This is especially hard, because by trying too much, you remember what 
you were trying to avoid thinking of. If you try too little, you end up 

thinking about penguins anyway. 

 
Use your secret mind power 

(Amusement Potential: 5-10 minutes) 

Pick a passing by and try to use your mind power to command them do 

something, like drop their bag or knock into someone. The law of aver-
ages dictates that sooner or later one of your mind commands will come 

true, so you can convince yourself that you really have super human 

powers and waste even more time trying them out. 

 
Pretend you're a robot 

(Amusement Potential: 1-3 minutes) 

Walk down the street with mechanical movements, adding 'zzzzzt' 

sounds with each motion. Pretending to have a motor broken in, say, 
your left hand can add at least 30 seconds more entertainment.  

 

Scratch yourself 

(Amusement Potential: 1-3 minutes) 
Go ahead, scratch yourself now. Even if nothing itches, go ahead. Does-

n't that feel pretty good? 
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PART TWO    PETER NEW YEAR TRIP 2012 

8 JAN 2012 /TRIP TO ODLINS HUT/WAIOTAURU ROAD 

WEATHER –Challenging = Rubbish .Heavy rain and high winds. 

ENTREPID TRAVELLERS 11 cars 

Tier 0 –Non travellers (Who will remain nameless to prevent reprisals since Peter is 

unable to come to terms with reasons for non travel having discovered they were 

“shopping” and the one causing most stress “Museum visitation” 

Tier 1-Attaining car park –Lesley and Mark, Peter and Cathy. 

Tier 2-Jim’s corner-Jim and Tom. 

Tier 3-11km travellers-Dee and Peter, Paul and Richie. 

Tier 4-Odlins hut-Peter/Patrick and Tony, Lorry and Johnny, Michael and Debbie, 

Gavin and Margaret, Barry/Caroline/Samantha and Olivia, Mike and Julie. 

GUIDE BOOK DESCRIPTION OF TRACK  Description of track past 11km mark. 

” Do not continue beyond that point, however clever you think you are “and “Stop 

and turn back!” 
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*Understand now why guide book disseminated to this traveller post rather than 

après trip and am presuming museum visitors have there own copy. Tier 4 people 

that own a guide book either you are not utilising it or have authenticated cleverness. 

ROAD CONDITION - For the most part viable for travel. Hard rock base for most of 

16km.Lighty overgrown in places.100 metre drop off to side of road regular event and 

a few washout Tony great on guiding in about 6 spots .These I have discovered in the 

4 WD lingo are referred to as “GNARLY” or guidebook describes as “WHITE 

KNUCKLE” and I describe as “as you come upon these places in view of self preserva-

tion /hope to attain an older age than attained at present. In a controlled voice   po-

litely ask your driver to stop, open the door, disembark  from the vehicle and leave 

him to it ,wishing him of course all the very best in his endeavours and that in a 

short time you may or may not re-join him in the said vehicle”. 

SCENERY -Fantastic even though most of the time we travelled it in rain and mist. 

Impressive NZ bush and sheerness of hillsides quite cool. Views on a fine day must be 

great.   

POINTS TO NOTE   

A) New names for 2 places on route 
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1) Jims Dilemma (which certain CV joints may find too challenging) 

2) Jims Corner(Not twenty meters from above spot providing perfect parking to view 

scenery with dysfunctional CV joint ) 

B)   At 11km stop a certain driver  decided the snorkel top was getting too beaten up 

by the overhanging vegetation hitting it and so he decided to turn it around which 

meant the front passenger door couldn’t open ,a fact discovered by the front seat pas-

senger on the track past the 11kmm mark . The front passenger was told if a quick 

emergency exit was required they could proceed out the window. There was a brief 

discussion where the opinion of the front passenger on the situation was aired. 

Shortly after this the snorkel was returned to its original position. 

C) Die Hard Romantic’s. Gavin and Michael are people Barry who will drive dizzily 

scary roads ,go out in the pouring rain and cold despite hunger and hardship only to 

source flowers for there wives. For these men nothing could say it more than Odlins 

track blue hydrangeas. 

QUOTES OF THE DAY 

1) TONY-who in one short comment at morning tea walked past us and destroyed 

our belief he was the hardened, diehard red meat black singleted essential kiwi 

bloke. 

“I want some fruit”. 

2) TONY-in pouring rain at 11km mark, reconstituted our belief that maybe he was 

the above. 

“Look at those bloody Jaffa’s with their bloody umbrellas. I don’t even know how to 

use them.” 

3) JIM –at Jim’s dilemma 

“#!%###!!**(#!!!!***!#$!!” 

4) JULIE-standing several meters in pouring rain from gnarly bit voicing what we 

were all thinking 

“I can’t even look.” 

TIMES Carpark-9.30am 11km-11.30am Hut-12.30pm Return Carpark-3.11pm 

RETURN TO CIVILISATION – Hutt river right up, pouring rain, thunder, lighten-

ing and gale force winds. Flooded tents progressing to damaged tents. Then near 

misses with branches falling close to tents. All the above had lots of us deciding to 

join Phil in the lodge.  

ENJOYMENT LEVEL AND SENSE OF ACHIEVEMENT= +++ 
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John Parfait, Phil  and Alan,Gavinand Margaret.  

JOURNEY TO START POINT DILEMA’S CONVOY ONE Lost Lorry who had to 

pull out due to sick pet issues. and CONVOY TWO lead by Rushing River Man(see 

later in the bulletin)Had an unscripted unscheduled and unplanned but undoubtedly  

scenic tour thru downtown Wellington a must see place for 4 wheel vehicles in con-

voy. I wonder what it says about it in the guidebook .Oh by the way it was the Nav 

mans fault.MM HMMM. 

BEFORE TAKEOFF Very good idea to visit the very impressive Visitors centre. 

The doors look as if they are designed to keep out an atom bomb or maybe Wellington 

weather. Anyway gives you good historical background and scientific explanation of 

the area you are about to see. Met up with guide from the Wellington 4wd club John 

Parfait. 

TRAVELING TERRAIN Two squeezes between two rocks, Fine gravel beach where 

you can’t hang around on .Obviously local knowledge from John helped us avoid the 

worst of this. Mainly traveling on fairly firm rock base. One largish river crossing .No 

Gnarly in the whole trip 

 

 

 

 

 

9 JAN 2012TRIP TO RED ROCKS 

Around the Rugged rocks the rugged 

rascals 4wheel drove. 

WEATHER-Dodgy=Wellington at it’s 

best. Rain/wind, high sea progressing 

to Hot /Sunny and gentle 

breeze.ENTREPID TRAVELLERS-

11 cars Mike and Julie, Debbie and 

Michael, Peter and Tony, Big Phil 

and Patrick Paul and Samantha, Pe-

ter and Dee, Tony and friends, Barry/

Caroline/Johnny/Olivia and Richie,  

TIMES 9.00amish –Leave 

the visitors centre.9.37 am 

First stop at the first batch 

of seals 10.07 air-

down.11.30Morning tea at 

most distant point around 

the coast.12.45pm back to 

visitors centre. 



 

Page 24 Quad Torque 

SCENERY Seal viewing brilliant. 

Large sea running gave the environ-

ment bit more drama and why ships 

coming amuck had low survival 

rates .Very interesting decidedly 

sloping light house on Sinclair Head 

obviously built by distant relative of 

leaning tower of Pisa designer. Bull 

kelp, sea plants and enormous paua 

shells pretty cool 

Notable River crossing  We were second to last in the convoy and came up to find eve-

ryone stopped looking at  Pete (hence forth to be known as Rushing River man or 

RRM) stomping around in the river  trying to find the shallowest spot to cross. Evi-

dently Mr 4 wheel drive Wellington was a bit nervous as to the possibility of crossing 

the river safely. Several people assured me that of course they were glad it didn’t 

become an underwater look which at times during the stomping looked a possibility. 

But I didn’t believe them. 
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---------------------------------G----------                                Diagram 1) 

                                   F         RRM’S SUGGESTED RIV ER CROSSING ROUTE 

E                                  D 

C                            B 

-----------------------------A---------------- 

 

-------------------G-------------------                                   Diagram 2) 

                           F                    Little Phil’s interpretation of RRM suggestions of 

                           E                                                              river crossing route. 

                           D 

                           C 

                           B 

.Momentarily worried when one male counterpart suggested it would only take a 

short time to dig it out further worry when catching distinct Gleam in other male 

counterparts eyes at thought of this. Thought managed Oscar winning performance 

at looking distraught when this idea abandoned. Chicken cage at home on Bren gun 

wheels Advised said males most welcome to visit to see at any time. Surprisingly did 

not result in quite levels of excitement as buried rusty clone.                                                                          

Should add did get to counterparts level of excitement with Red /Purple rocks. 

DRIFT TRACK -Tony’s inquiring mind lead to our guide giving us a fairly points of 

interest spiel on the return journey. Some land owner had built a drift track for an 

erring son who had been doing too much drifting in public. But looking at the almost 

vertical hills hard to see where he would have found an even slightly flat area to put 

it. 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FUN HALFDAY TRIP = +++  

HIGHLIGHTFOR MALES ON RE-

TURN JOURNEY Stopped on return 

journey to see buried Bren gun carrier 

buried in the sand.  Discovered was un-

able to attain same level of excitement 

about this as fellow male 4WD convoy-

ists to whom rusty bits of metal in the 

sand are obviously fascinating. 
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WESTWARD HO. 

This exploratory trip around the Whan-

ganui Inlet area, SW of Farewell Spit had a 

primary objective of getting vehicles to the 

remote Kahurangi Lighthouse, crossing the 

Anaweka and Big rivers. Preliminary plan-

ning was 5 vehicles with 2 with rescue 

abilities. Only3 vehicles from Auckland and 

Nelson (1 rescue) arrived. 

En route from meeting point Motueka to 

Port Puponga we travelled the beautiful 

Cobb Valley as far as the power station. 

Last fuel available at Collingwood (our Shell card operated this remote pump). 

Visited Wharaki, a wonderfull  wild beach with spectacular formations formed by huge seas. Ve-

hicles restricted to DOC carpark then shanks pony. 

On to main base Outpost Lodge at Mangarakau, a wonderful camp, ex schoolhouse, with every 

facility and 28 beds, good value at $25pp. Extensive swampy areas are the breeding grounds for 

whitebait surfing the Patarau River. The Whanganui Inlet is a beautiful and spectacular area of 

towering limestone bluffs, storm battered cliffs , limestone caves  and coastal farms. Roads are 

well formed gravel mostly. 

Investigating  the beach 

way to Kahurangi Point we 

forded the Anatori River 

without difficulty and came 

to the end of the road at 

the homestead of pioneer 

farmer Dave Harwood. His 

advice was do  not proceed 

any further but to borrow 

his farm bike (refused pay-

ment !) to go look at the  

Anaweka  and Big Rivers. 

Unwisely we pressed on 

and made 300 metres be-

fore getting stuck in the 
Rough driving country  

Overlooking Wharaki Beach  
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sand balanced on the edge of 

a steep drop. Our ground 

anchor was not up to the sand 

so it was rescue by Alex and a 

tour of his farm airstrip 

whence we could see the 

difficulties ahead.  The 

Anaweka is fordable with care 

(quicksand) and there have 

been crossings of the Big River 

(at the mouth at low tide or 

well upriver) but clearly un-

wise for a single vehicle. I 

would like to go back with a 

properly equipped team and 

try again sometime. 

Des Clark, owner of the Outpost, arranged for cliff farm tracks, and led us on 2 truly spectacular 

runs.  $20 per vehicle to the farmer.  Des takes 4WD clubs on these runs and they are not for the 

nervous.  Squeezing through rocks, rough very steep tracks above cliffs and some slippery grass 

test the nerve and skills. Beautiful views of the wild coast and the inlet are at every turn.  We 

looked at the sad remains of the tail section of a Ventura bomber which struck a ridge and cart-

wheeled across the hillside in 1943. Wings and other wreckage lie there  on the steep slopes. 

Des took us to  a bluff where, 

grasping twigs, you look be-

tween your toes about 500 

metres straight down. Wow !  

Then, anxious about the tide 

– diving for crays – he hurried 

as straight down what 

seemed a vertical rough path 

to the clifftops  and back to 

the road. One snatch pull 

necessary to get off polished 

grass. 

We visited a spectacular 

lodge away in the wilderness, 

8 years in the building by an 

Overlooking Whanganui Inlet  

Lunch Stop; 



Page 28 Quad Torque 

Austrian ex airline pilot. Several luxury suites and houses.  A huge swimming pool blasted from 

the rock doubles as a firefighting  reservoir. We were allowed to drive his well formed track to 

the Inlet south head – guests usually travel by helicopter to the remote beaches. 

$130 bought us a seat on the bus (no other  vehicles allowed)  along Farewell Spit to the light-

house viewing seals and endless birdlife en route. 

And so home, undamaged, looking in at the old Aorere Goldfields and Pu4Pu Springs, the purest 

water in the world  (rivers of it).  Takaka is pretty and was stuffed with tourists, cafes and 

crowded camps everywhere. 

If anyone wants to challenge those rivers with a properly equipped team any time, let me know ! 

  

Tom Enright. 

Cheeky artwork at the Outpost Lodge  
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Silverstone Tyres 

31” 

33” 

35” 
Call Dave Iceton if you are interested in 

purchasing 021 2789878 

Page 30 February 2012 

Wheel Alignments normally $85 – Trade $55 

Balancing normally $15.60 - Trade $9 

When it comes to Tyres it depends on the tyre cost. 

An example 

Bridgestone 33x12.5 R15 MUD Tyre normally $439 - trade is $373 (balanced and 

fitted) 

We can get mud tyres from all brands for example, Symex, Bridgestone, Hankook, 

Sarangetti just to name a couple of brands. 

The pricing also applies to car tyres for club members as well. 

Krysten Jenkins  021531979 

Manurewa Store (09)2667170 
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For Sale 
 Winch Rope   

   

Plasma winch rope  

7mm —$9.00 per metre 

9mm — $13.00 per metre   

Colin Browne   

 238 7298 any length  

Competition Grade 

   

Nissan Rims 

15 x 8 inch ROH Steel (wheel) rims. Came off  Nissan safari. Rims have been drilled to fit 

HD Tractor tubes. Rims are true and have never been bent or dinged. 

Offset is 

Backspace method 106 mm 

Centre line method 8p 

$400 for set of 4 

Nathen Phillips 

 

 

CLUB GEAR AVAILABLE 

Polo shirts with club logo 35.00  Vests with club logo 40.00 

Jacket with logo  50.00  Singlet's   25.00 

Caps   15.00 

Cruiser Bits 

FJ40 Cruiser parts  

Complete rear diff Ass axles, brakes            $250.00 

3/4 front seat                                                 $  30.00 

Steering box                                                  $  30.00 

Ph Colin Browne (09) 238 7298  
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TX3100 5 Watt, 40 Channel UHF Under-Dash Transceiver.    

Compact and light-weight! 

No channel costs, PRS frequencies used. 

Now for only $369.00 Inclusive of GST. Antenna 
not supplied. 
For all queries, call Ken 

BEARCOM 
A division of TR Corporation  
 +64 09 5269880    +64 09 5791200   

M: 0275 224 462 

 ken@bearcom.co.nz 

 “One Company, One 

blocked::mailto:ken@bearcom.co.nz
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IVECO Trucks offer a discount of 30%-50% to all Club Members 

on all parts including but not limited to Oil Filters, Trailer Lights, 

Batteries, CRC Products, Fan Belts, Car Stereos etc. 

21 Vogel Drive, Wiri, Manukau 

Ph: (09) 262 2200     Email: iveco@iveco.co.nz 
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Auckland 4X4  The helpful people at Auckland 4X4 give a 5% dis-

count on all ARB products and 10% n all Auto Electrical products. 

35 East Street, Papakura 

Ph: (09) 298 2595    web: http://www.autoelec.co.nz/ 

COOKES Varying discount on products.  Suppliers of Snatchmas-

ter Strops, Tree Protectors etc.  Must produce Cooks Club Discount 

card.  See Stu Keat for more information. 

6-10 Greenmount Drive, East Tamaki, Auckland 

Ph: (09) 274 4299  web: http://www.cookes.co.nz/home 

Tyre Shop Pukekohe, Discount on tyres and alignments to Club 

Members.  Ask for Matt. 

Ph: (09) 238 3543 

NZ 4WD Parts and Accessories  15% discount of parts and ac-

cessories to Club Members.  Hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

Unit 1, 46 Hobill Avenue, Manukau City 

Ph: 0800 287278   web: http://www.4wd.co.nz 

Club Member Discounts 
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If anyone has any other club discounters please let the editor know so 

their details can be published in the next magazine 

NZ 4X4 Equipment 2006 Ltd    Discounts on all stock. 

Hamilton 

Ph: 0800 493493    web: http://www.nz4x4.co.nz 

Nic Fong 

PUKEKOHE HOSE & CONNECTORS (2005) LTD 

10% Discount on Hydraulic Hose and Fitting to Club Members 

83 Manukau Road, Pukekohe 

Ph: (09) 238 4001     Fax: (09) 238 4118   

email: pukekohehose@xtra.co.nz 

Club Member Discounts 

Bearing Spot Manukau  Discount offered to Club Members on all 

Bearing and Oil Seal purchases. 

Unit 20/69 Wiri Station Road, Manukau 

Ph: Steve (09) 263 0953 

Hours Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:00pm 

Saturday 10:00am to 1:00pm 
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Manukau 4WD Club 

7mm Dynex Dux winch rope 

Ph: Colin Browne (09) 238 7298 

February 2012 
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