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EDITORS NOTES 

Hi 

“Beware the ides of 

March” 

Hahaha…  this was 

told to me at a very young age and I 

think of it every flippin’ year!!!  May-

be I need to be hypnotized or some-

thing similar to get it out of my head 

because nothing bad has happened 

in March (from memory) to substanti-

ate it…..  Does anyone have any 

ideas to help me get rid of it??? 

Hope you enjoy the mag this month, 

it is a bit diverse…  we have history, 

comedy, stories and pics both sent 

to me and stolen from facebook. 

Lucky the mag made it to publication 

too…  our cat knocked my glass of 

wine (full) all over my keyboard…  

completely soaked!!!...  Worked for 

long enough to finish the mag.  Think 

I might get a new one just in case. 

Congratulations to the winner of the 

Club Champs…  exciting stuff. 

If you see someone without a smile, 

give them one of yours…. 

Cheers….   

Jenny 
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Thanks to those that turned up and helped on the peg out Saturday just gone. 

As this is being written Sunday is still to happen, hopefully we will have had a 

good turn out for the final round of the Club Champs. 

 

Next month is the AGM, I will send notice via the e mail, also in this issue.  

All positions are up for re-election, give some serious thought to this, if you have 

something to offer or would just like to get more involved this is your opportuni-

ty, I really would encourage you to do so.  

Nomination and remit forms will be available at the meeting and they are up on 

the website for download. Any remits? If you want to change a rule or anything 

else in the constitution this is the opportunity, all remits must be in writing 

complete with a second and are due along with any nominations on or before the 

26th March. You can send them to myself or Joy Browne. 

All remits will be forwarded to you on or around the same date as any coming 

though would need to be considered by you.  

 

 

Bernie. 

Presidents Report 



 

P l a n n e d  T r i p s  

Remember to partake in any trip you must contact the trip leader and register your 

interest as numbers could be limited and a lack of numbers can result in the trip be-

 
  MINIMUM GEAR TO BE CARRIED 

ON ALL CLUB RUNS 

Tow Hooks Front and Rear 

Spade 

First Aid Kit 

Nylon Rope / Strop 

Fire Extinguisher 



 
Captain’s Corner 

 

All 

I got out once to the Go Bush trip organised by Mark Jones. 

The event started with a night run on the Friday night. It was not a good night for 

Jeeps with both Nathan and I looking pretty second hand. The next day we recov-

ered our prestige and all had a great day with a full  length farm and Bush tour 

down to the Wanganui River. Saturday night there was a side trip which consisted 

of a row boat competition around a island on a small lake. Chris Soderburg. Won. 

On the Sunday we went up the other end of the farm and I think every one had 

some issues with traction . Overall a great trip great venue and excellent facilities. 

Well done mark jones      

Coming up we have not much on the list  :- 

10-11 March  42 Traverse and Raurimu station organised by Tony Woodhill (see 

the email I sent out during the week) or call me Peter Haigh 021320985 if you 

want any detail or info  

This trip is highly recommended as Tony knows this part of NZ like the back of his 

hand and never fails to disappoint 

 

Take Care out there 

Peter Haigh 
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Pete sitting back and  watching every one get stuck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to Chris Soderberg for the photo and caption….. 



Manukau Four Wheel Drive Club Incorporated. 

Club Profile—History 

Thanks Ashley for sending through this article that was published in the NX4WD 

Magazine in Feb, although  advised the article had been shortened from this, it’s origi-

nal version.  Great old photos too…   

The Manukau Four Wheel Drive Club had their first official meeting on the 2 October 

1979 when, members of what was then known as the Northern Branch of the Waika-

to Four Wheel Drive Club, met at the Civil Defence building in Manukau City near 

where Rainbows End is sited.  For the past few years this group of guys and gals (yes, 

even back then the females were actively involved) had been part of the Waikato 

Club but due to the introduction of Carless Days on the 1 July 1979 travel to Waikato 

events became restricted and the catalyst to form their own club closer to home. 

That eventful October 79 meeting was attended by 25 members (with one apology) 

and the decision to form their own club was made.  The minutes of that meeting re-

veal that there were 4 suggested names for the new Club;  Southern Cross, Hauraki, 

Counties but it was Manukau Four Wheel Drive Club which was moved by Rob 

Maskill and seconded by Dave Hardwick that got the vote.    

Neil Amos was elected as the first president with Dave Hardwick as vice president 

and Sue Waterhouse as secretary.  Both Dave and Sue would in later years be award-
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ed life membership to the Club along with Brent Mealing who was also at that inau-

gural meeting and is still occasionally active within the club along with his son Rex 

who is also a current member. 

As the members were already affiliated to the New Zealand Four Wheel Drive associ-

ation (NZFWDA) the first subscription was set at 50 cents with the Club to be fully 

accepted by the NZFWDA which was approved on 20 October 1979.  The club records 

show that the date of 1 April 1980 was chosen to be the official break away from the 

Waikato Club as the ‘Northern Branch’ would be dissolved 31 March 1980, the end of 

the financial year. 

A public notice calling for interested people was put in the local papers for the second 

meeting held 6 November 1979 and gained a few more interested potential members. 

Back then the Club vehicles consisted mainly of Land Rovers, Toyota Land Cruisers 

and Jeeps although there was the odd LJ Suzuki and Nissan showing appearances on 

the scene.   

Over the years the Club has gone from strength to strength and trips to Neavseville, 

Pureroa, and Thompsons were amongst the regular favourites.  There was a strong 

support for the NZFWDA rallys with many competing on a regular basis in the 1980’s 

and early 90’s.  The Club also used to hold rallys on properties at Hunua and the sur-

rounding districts back in the 1980’s but has always had a strong family influence 

over the years evidenced where a number of the siblings of members are still in con-



tact today.  Camping trips to Munro property at Kawakawa were also popular in the 

early days before the property was subdivided and partly sold off. 

The Munro property was also used for search and rescue exercises and the club mem-

bers used to be involved providing transport to the ‘searchers’. 

In the mid 1980’s the Club leased a gorse covered block of land at Point View Drive 

which was then well out of the city limits but is now part the East Tamaki Heights 

urban development.   

 In the late 1990’s the club held what was termed ‘shiney’ rally’s for standard road 

vehicles and I recall entering one such event in a new Jeep Grand Cherokee that was 

on long term loan and coming third. 

These days the club membership fluctuates around 80-90 members with a wide range 

of vehicles including several with ex-military vehicles and many with a club vehicle 

as well as a competition or tough vehicle. 

The club has a variety of different types of trips and access to farm land that only 

members can enjoy proving belonging to a four wheel drive club does have benefits.  

Over the last 10 years the membership has moved away from competing in the 

NZFWDA trials but still assists other local clubs with marshalling when a round of 

the national series is held locally. 

The Club does hold its own championships series for members and is also strong in 

the winch challenge competitions holding their own annual winch challenge event for 

over 10 years now.  The Manukau Winch Challenge is one of the few regular winch 

challenge events still on the annual calendar. 

Annually the club holds a children’s Christmas day where Santa makes an appear-

ance with presents for the members’ children.  Generally around New Year there is 

invariably a club trip to the South Island for 10-14 days. 

The Club aims are to promote and encourage safe and responsible use of 4WD vehi-

cles with trips to suit all manner of vehicles, to develop and encourage the sport of off 

road recreation and four wheel drive activities in New Zealand whilst promoting so-

cial activities and good fellowship amongst the members, their families and others.  

The club also organises local trips as fundraisers for communities groups as well as 

the Westpac Rescue Helicopter trust. 

The club still produces a monthly newsletter titled ‘Quad Torque’ for members alt-
hough in digital format these days and it is also available for viewing online via the 
Club website.   Contact details for the Club are also on their website at 
www.manukau4wd.org.nz       
The Club meets on the first Tuesday of every month (except January) at the South 

Auckland Car Club rooms in Papakura.  Current Club president is Bernie Konz and 

secretary Joy Browne.   

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Go Bush pics— thanks to James Cox and facebook 
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Go Bush pics…  cont’d 
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Auckland 4X4  The helpful people at Auckland 4X4 give a 5% dis-

count on all ARB products and 10% n all Auto Electrical products. 

35 East Street, Papakura 

Ph: (09) 298 2595    web: http://www.autoelec.co.nz/ 

NZ 4WD Parts and Accessories  15% discount of parts and ac-

cessories to Club Members.  Hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

Unit 1, 46 Hobill Avenue, Manukau City 

Ph: 0800 287278   web: www.terraintamer.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has any other club discounters please let the editor know so 

their details can be published in the next magazine 

Club Member Discounts 
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CLUB GEAR AVAILABLE—see Gav 

Polo shirts with club logo 35.00  Vests with club logo 40.00 

Jacket with logo  50.00  Singlet's   25.00 

Caps   15.00 

 

Winch Rope for Sale 

Plasma winch rope—Competition Grade 

7mm —$9.00 per metre,  9mm — $13.50 per metre   

Colin Browne  (09) 238 7298 any length  
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C/- The Secretary 

25 Jenkin Rd 

Pukekohe     


