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EDITOR’S NOTES 

Hi all,  

Its been an exciting month for 

many in our club with the 

Easter trip and Tararua 

winch comp   happening      

almost back to 

back 

Here’s hoping 

all participating trucks were 

able to come out the other 

side without too many issues! 

I sure look    forward to hear-

ing more about it. 

Kyla & Jess 

Club Rep Northern Zone NZ4WD 

Tony Burgess (09) 298 3194 

Magazine Editors  

Kyla  (021) 203 9466 

Jess (027) 207 9486 

editor@manukau4wd.org.nz 
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Last month we held the AGM where we welcomed 2 new committee          
members, Jessica Gunton (who will take over sectary duties as well as       
magazine  editor) and Scott Withers. It’s great to have you both on board and 
we look forward to working with you.                                                                          
Dave Brown has taken over Treasures duties from Mark Jones, I think I can 
speak for everyone when I say thank you for all you have done over the last 
year or so. Charlie and Joy Brown also stepped down and we wish them well in 
their travels.  
Congratulations to all those who took home trophies. 

 

Subs are due now.  
  
A Timely reminder, we do have a hand full of rules that need to be adhered to 
on club trips.   
The gear carried on trips is listed in the magazine, make sure you have it all on 
board. No Alcohol to be consumed on club trips, it should also go without    
saying this means non scripted drugs as well. Anyone found consuming the 
above will be asked to leave no questions asked. No dogs unless approved by 
the trip leader prior. Lastly 
there is to be absolutely 
NO FIRE ARMS on club trips.   

 

Short and sweet from me this 
month. 

Stay safe out there.. 

 

Bernie 

Presidents Report 



P l a n n e d  T r i p s  

To partake in any trip you must contact the trip leader and register your 
interest as numbers could be limited and a lack of numbers can result in the 
trip being cancelled. 

 

 

MINIMUM GEAR TO BE CARRIED 
ON ALL CLUB RUNS: 

Tow Hooks Front and Rear 

Spade 

First Aid Kit 

Nylon Rope/Strop 

Fire Extinguisher 
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Captains Corner 
Hi All, 

Since my last report we have had the Coromadel trip which was discussed at length 
at the last meeting, then over Easter Gav took a trip down to Pureora Forest. 

While there were only 4 trucks on the trip we have enough stories to keep you       
entertained at this months meeting. Gav very kindly lent me his 2nd Zuk and I have 
to say I had a blast even if the power steering didn’t work, it went everywhere that     
“more capable” vehicles with “more experienced” drivers went. Pureora is a great    
forest with wonderful tracks and some amazing tomos. AJ did a close inspection of 
one tomo in particular. 

By the time you read this we would have had our first Waiuku forest trip for the year 
and hopefully we get some interesting stories out of that. 

Coming up we have:     

-Club champs on 26th May                                                                                                 
-Waiuku forest again on 9th June                                                                                       
-Poutu Lighthouse on 22 June 

Remember if you know of a place or track we can go for a drive please let me know. 

Gibbo                                   

 



 

We had 17 vehicles expected including a 1944 military jeep supplied by Paul to be 
driven by Tony. 
By 5pm we all eventually made it to the campsite location  where we hurriedly set up 
our tents in the failing light and cooked our  meals. Once dinner was over we did a little 
recon and settled in for the night.   
 
The next day after breakfast and a quick trip briefing we left with farmer John leading 
the convoy on his motorbike to the start of the tracks. First to have a breakdown was 
Frank with a loose battery terminal, then Gibbo with his electrical solenoid problem 
(Nathan jump started it with a screwdriver) then Peter lost another wing mirror and by 
days end Nathan lost a hole wheel that broke off the axle.  
 
The farm tracks started off quite easy, weaving around gentle farm hills and up and 
over ridges. We eventually entered the virgin hill country that appeared to 
be mostly natives with tea tree as far as the eye could see, many of the tracks we    
followed were there to allow the farmer access to the top of the ridge line but               
unfortunately most were dead ends meaning we needed to turn 17 trucks around on 
tracks that had room for only one vehicle. It was lucky Gavin had brought his          
chainsaw making it challenging but manageable.   
 
By about 14:30 as we headed back to camp we came across a very steep greasy down 
hill section that lead to the exit road. Peter H was the first to attempt it and ended up 
sideways against some little trees that kept him from dropping off a cliff to the gravel 
road below, he was winched back by Shane with directions from Nathan.  
 
Peter then tried again and slide down and around the corner, he called on the radio 
“next truck” Shane soon followed without incident; Considering this is only his second 
trip with the club he did very well, even so his co-driver  
decided to abandon him in  favour of walking down  
which was easier said than done.  
 
Next was Nathan, who by all accounts launched it a  
Tad bit quick ‘like a rally car in the starting block’…  
all we heard after he disappeared down the hill  
was an almighty bang and then silence… on the  
radio came a voice ‘next truck’ so we thought oh  
all’s good then.   
 

Coromandel Trip 
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The tyre tracks showed he hadn’t managed to negotiate the sharp downhill right-hand 
bend and had gone off the track completely, instead going down a 
gully and stopping just short of ravine on 3 wheels, the fourth of which had sheared off 
the axle at the top of the track on a very solid tree. Nathan later mentioned that after 
he had managed to bring the truck to a stop his rear left wheel came flying past the car 
and ended up another 200m down the gully in a pond. Once Nathans truck was ex-
tracted the remaining trucks were brought down the track.   

After some refreshments and another late night we awoke on Sunday to rain and     
drizzle… Gibbo couldn’t find his road tyres that he had left in the trailer, but             
eventually located them down a bank in the creek and proceeded to ask us if we’d seen 
his wife around so he could get her to roll them out for him, not long after we saw him 
knee deep in the creek  recovering the tyres himself (I could swear he had bruising on 
his ego)   

Sunday, we took public roads 
up to Fletcher Bay (as far as 
you can drive north) due to 
the overcast day and rain 
which wouldn’t have made 
for safe off-roading. Finally 
returning to campsite by 
noon, the convoy separated 
and everyone made 
their own way home.  
 

AJ 
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We had a great bunch of drivers and co-drivers representing Manukau 4WD 
Club at this fine event! Unfortunately Scott and myself were unable to     
attend due to expensive truck repairs running over budget but we hope to 
have this all sorted by the next club champs. 

Representatives included: 

1) Mike and Chris in 7th place 

2) Ash and Dean in 11th place  

3) Rowan and Roy in 12th place 

Congratulations to all that competed, I know there will be plenty more     
pictures and stories to share by next months edition. 

Jess 
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Tararua Winch Comp 
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Pureora Easter trip
This trip started on Thursday at the Caltex Bombay with a Truck and Trailer on 
fire – very spectacular.  
 
Three groups (Gav & Margaret, Gibbo, Pete & AJ) drove down on Thursday to 
set up camp and the Marquee.  Gav and Gibbo went off on a quick reccy leaving 
AJ and I behind as we were taking our time to get going – we instead went 
off and loaded the Jeep with firewood.  Dean and Ash arrived later in the 
night truckless as their tow wagon let them down before they left home.  A 
beautiful clear day finished off with a roaring fire to keep us warm.    
 
Friday morning and Jack Frost had arrived together with Chris, who while 
changing his tires had his truck crash to the ground as the jack fell out.  Luckily 
there was no damage and we all headed off following our trip leader.    
 
On the way to the first track we stopped off to check out Gav’s special cave. 
Along the first track Gav missed the bypass and ended up in a deep water hole, 
Marg got out at this stage to keep her feet dry and left it to the men to assist 
with the winch.  He then failed to advise me (on purpose) of the bypass so I too 
ended up in the hole and had to winch out.  Despite the fact I told everyone 
that we were in no rush today – I was hurrying up my winch man as my feet 
were getting wet, further on I misread the track and ended up having to winch 
downhill. On our way back to camp for lunch we collected some more firewood 
on the back of Gav’s #2 Zuk.    
 
Continuing on after lunch to a couple of tracks before Gav again took us to   
another special spot – the rock pools, where I lost my footing in my Red Bands 
and had to crawl along for a little while before       regaining my feet again. Back 
to camp where      Rohan and Louise had   arrived with their caravan, that un-
fortunately took on a tree scratching the side and cracking a window.  
 
Saturday morning the girls headed off on their hike to the top of 
Mt Pureora, 1109 metres alt, then on a mission to get Petrol and book 
the Tihoi Pub for dinner.  The boys set off heading North West, taking a side 
track and found that DOC had removed our bridge. We carried on and had a 
photo stop at the Geographical Centre of the North Island and then further on  
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the Swing bridge.  Gibbo and Chris arrived and failed to read the 1 person max 
sign for the swing bridge.  We came across several tomos that were later to 
come into play.  Went past a broken digger jib where we had SGS do 
a failure analysis report, then we proceeded up the track and came across Gav 
not moving, his Zuk turned into a front wheel drive only so parked it up, his 
#2 Zuk then turned into a 4 person truck.  After a couple of winches we finally 
got to Trev’s place with amazing views. Took a side track and saw Trev’s Game 
Reserve where there were Pigs and Deer running about.  Caught up with Trev 
who was having issues with his 20 ton excavator with only 1 track running.    
Went down his 20 acre driveway to observe his Solar Powered 250 psi pump 
system that pumps water 3 km with a 130 metre head. Carried on back to camp 
to organise the recovery team.   Gav managed to drive his Zuk down to the 
river, assured everyone that he did not need anyone in front of him as he 
would be able to drive up the other side but ended up having to winch out.  
Chris and AJ then decided to take the alternative route back home (to beat the 
recovery team back to camp) where AJ, while directing Chris through 
the tomos, fell backwards into one.  On assuring he was okay Chris then pro-
ceeded to get his camera for photos before winching him out.  Bernie and 
Jenny arrived to have dinner at the pub with the team and celebrate Margaret’s 
birthday.   
 
Sunday was education day – checked out the Caterpillar 2 Ton Crawler Tractor, 
D7 Bulldozer & Hysler Logging Arch, Bird Tower, Steamer, McCormick Deering 
Tractor – then headed off looking for the Buried Village that we failed to find 
(probably because it was buried!!!).  Then drove along the main road back to 
camp via Mangakino (it was a beautiful day down at Lake Maraetai), and then 
stopped at the Whakamaru Café for lunch.  As the weather forecast was for 
rain the next day we all decided to pack up while everything was dry and head 
home.    
 
In summary, a great trip well        
organised by Gavin and assisted by 
Margaret.   
 
Peter H 
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AGM Awards 

Huge props to our yearly Award  winners! 

(From right to left) 

Club Member of the year: Tony Woodill 

Best Presented Competition Truck: Dean Currie 

Lady Driver of the year: Jessica Gunton 

Most Enthusiastic Junior Member: Alexis Phillips 

Hard Luck: John Stevenson (represented by his brother Alistair) 

 

Not present:  

Best Dressed Vehicle: Brendon Reymers 

Most Improved driver: Brian Gu 

Most Enthusiastic Member: Chris Soderberg 

Club Champ: Rob Llewellyn 

Dipstick Of The Year: Lenny Bloksberg 
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Awards 

Dipstick award: Nathan Phillips 

 

For loosing a wheel off the Jeep in   
Coromandel 

Dipstick award: Little Phil 

 

For putting Petrol in a Diesel powered 
Truck. 
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Manukau Club Grab Bags For Sale. 

Very Handy for having in your truck and can be  

filled with all your current gear. 

BAG ONLY. Does not include recovery gear  

pictured. 

For further information please contact AJ Welsh 
on 02108310225 or email  

antonwelsh1964@gmail.com 

Quad Torque 
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Auckland 4X4  The helpful people at Auckland 4X4 give a 5% dis-
count on all ARB products and 10% n all Auto Electrical products. 

35 East Street, Papakura 

Ph: (09) 298 2595    web: http://www.autoelec.co.nz/ 

NZ 4WD Parts and Accessories  15% discount of parts and     
accessories to Club Members.  Hours are Mon-Fri 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

Unit 1, 46 Hobill Avenue, Manukau City 

Ph: 0800 287278   web: www.terraintamer.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has any other club discounters please let the editor know so 
their details can be published in the next magazine 

Club Member Discounts 
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CLUB GEAR AVAILABLE—see Gav 
Polo shirts with club logo 35.00  Vests with club logo 40.00 

Jacket with logo  50.00  Singlet's   25.00 
Caps   15.00 

 

Winch Rope for Sale 

Plasma winch rope—Competition Grade 

9mm — $13.50 per metre  (140 meters remaining) 

Colin Browne  (09) 238 7298 any length  



Quad Torque 
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www.manukau4wd.org.nz 
C/- The Secretary 
26 Margarita Rise 

Pukekohe     


